Sir,

Ian O’Doherty’s column in Monday’s edition ‘Africa Deserves Aid, but only with Some Strings Attached’ will have offended the many Irish people who understand clearly that the challenges facing Africa are not as black and white as the author might wish to portray.

In his defence of GOAL’s John O’Shea, Mr. O’Doherty attacked the multi-cultural magazine Metro Eireann, and branded as ‘muddled thinking’ the views on Africa of  Bono and Bob Geldof. Elsewhere, he appears to suggest that forced regime change would be acceptable, and concludes that ‘we should turn our backs on the whole damned lot of them’ (the people of African) if they don’t accept, cap in hand, the terms and conditions which donors might impose on the support that is provided to the world’s poor.

To blindly accept John O’Shea’s views, as Ian O’Doherty does, that African leadership is ‘the most serious problem’ facing the continent is to ignore the many other cultural, historic, economic, climatic, demographic, political and environmental challenges that Africa faces.  
We are perhaps fortunate that the European Union did not take as robust a view of corruption as this while it poured vast sums of structural aid in to Ireland,  at a time when our own political leaders were presiding over a miasma of corruption which any number of tribunals are still attempting to unravel to this day.

At Self Help Development International we believe that Africa does have a future – and that the people of the continent, with western support, can and are resolving the complex problems that they face. 

Many of the challenges which African countries are dealing with today are ones that we in Ireland were confronted by,  and successfully overcame, in the decades following our independence – through interventions as simple as rural electrification, public water supply, free education,  etc, etc. …..

Thankfully, we in Ireland we were allowed to manage our own development throughout the 20th century without the interfering hand of our former British colonial masters or European Union partners, and the people of Africa should be supported and encouraged as they seek to do likewise.

Yours,

George Jacob
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