






Advocacy
• In spring the organisation presented 
members of the European Union committee on 
development with copies of ‘Climate Frontline’ 
at a formal launch of the report in Brussels. A 
publication that highlights the stories of how 
ordinary Africans are already adapting to life on 
the frontline of climate change, the publication 
was a collaborative effort between Self Help 
Africa and a number of other European agencies.

• Self Help Africa also participated with a 
number of UK based agencies in producing 
‘Africa’s Smallholder Farmers: Approaches that 
Work for Viable Livelihoods’, which was formally 
launched by the All-Party Parliamentary Group 
on Overseas Development in London.

• The organisation also hosted its first ever 
academic conference – an event, which was 
held as part of Ireland’s celebrations of ‘Africa 
Day’ that was hosted by University College 
Dublin’s School of Agriculture and Veterinary 
Sciences, and included amongst its speakers the 
co-winner of the Nobel Prize, Professor John 
Sweeney of NUI Maynooth.

• Self Help Africa also collaborated with The 
Irish Times newspaper and with young journalist 
Ciara Kenny on the presentation of ‘A Village in 
Africa’, an innovative five-weeks long blog that 
was hosted by the national newspaper’s online 
edition, and which featured daily reports posted 
by the journalist on the lives, the issues and 

the challenges affecting the rural community of 
Makwatata, Eastern Zambia, where she lived for 
the duration of the assignment. 

• In 2010 Self Help Africa also hosted a major 
workshop on the development of systems to 
improve farmer access to improved seed, in 
Ethiopia. Hundreds of representatives of farming 
bodies, the development sector and research 
institutions attended the event, which sought to 
promote approaches to local seed multiplication 
designed to improve production in rural areas.

• In the schools sector a wide range of 
educational workshops and lectures were 
presented, new educational resources were 
produced, while students at St. Wolstan’s 
College, Celbridge, were the lead school in 
producing the second edition of Self Help 
Africa’s award-winning MDG books series 
‘Twenty-Fifteen – Thoughts and Reflections on 
Universal Primary Education’. Meanwhile, Cork 
teenager Richard O’Shea became the fourth 
winner of the Irish Aid sponsored ‘Science for 
Development Award’ at the annual BT Young 
Scientists Exhibition.

Campaigning and advocating in favour of small-holder 
farmers and rural communities in Africa has become a 
major new focus of attention for Self Help Africa, as it 
seeks to play a role in influencing policy formulation, 
funding, and attitudes and approaches to development 
and poverty eradication in sub-Saharan Africa.

By collaborating with like-minded organisations, 
participating in development fora, and gathering 
examples of best practice both from within its own 
programmes and by learning from the practices of 
others, Self Help Africa has sought to build a platform 
from where experience and lessons learned can be 
utilized to advance a wider advocacy agenda.

The efforts to influence and raise awareness of both 
the challenges, and the possible remedies that can be 
adopted are spread across a wide constituency – from 
major donor agencies, development specialists and 
policy makers on the one hand, to African farming 
communities, members of the general public, and 
students in the classroom on the other. 

During 2010 Self Help Africa successfully advanced this 
advocacy agenda in a number of areas.

President Mary McAleese meets with Self Help Africa’s Kalongo 
Chitengi are pictured with Dr Selim Jahan, director, poverty division, 
UN Development Programme, at a conference in New York.

Zungrana 
Awaya in 
Burkina Faso

Journalist Ciara Kenny 
spent five weeks living 
and blogging for ‘The 

Irish Times’ from a 
rural village in Eastern 

Zambia, last year.

Prof. John Sweeney, 
Nobel Prize winning 

climatologist, 
was one of the 

speakers at Self 
Help Africa’s ‘Africa 

Day’ conference, 
which took place at 

University College 
Dublin.
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“SELF HELP AFRICA IS 
SUPPORTING A WIDE 

RANGING PROGRAMME 
OF MULTI-ANNUAL 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
ACTIVITIES IN SUb-
SAHARAN AFRICA.“
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ireLAnD
Annefield House
Dublin Road, Portlaoise,
Co. Laois, Ireland
Tel +353 (0) 578 694034

uSA
Self Help Africa Inc.
41 Union Square West, 
Suite 631
New York, NY 10003, USA
Tel. +1 212 206 0847 

uK
Westgate House, Hills Lane,
Shrewsbury
SY1 1QU, UK
Tel +44 (0) 1743 277170
 
eTHiOPiA
Kirkos Subcity
Africa Avenue
H.No. 930/01
P.O.box 1204 Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia
Tel. +251 115 522313
 
eriTreA
PO box 9313,
Asmara,
Tel. +291 118 8382
 
KenYA
PO box 2248
Code 20100,
Nakuru,
Tel. +254 O51 2212291
 

MALAWi
PO box b-495
Lilongwe,
Tel. +265 1750568
 
uGAnDA
Plot 14 b,
Off Naguru 2 Rd
PO. box 32249, Kampala,
Tel. +256 414 286305
 
WeST AfricA
12 PO box 315,
Ougadougou 12,
burkina Faso
Tel. +226 50 36 89 60
 
ZAMBiA
33 Cnr Joseph Mwilwa  
and Great East Road
Rhodespark
Lusaka
Tel: +260 211 236604




